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1. Introduction / Background
Orient the reader: what broad area does this research sit in, and why does it matter right now? Two to three paragraphs is typical.
[Write your content here]
2. Problem Statement
State, in one to two sentences, the specific gap or problem your research addresses. Be precise — this is the sentence a reader should be able to quote back to you.
[Write your content here]
3. Research Questions / Objectives
List 2-4 focused questions your study will answer. Keep them answerable, not aspirational.
1. Research Question 1: [...]
1. Research Question 2: [...]
1. Research Question 3: [...]
4. Literature Review (Summary)
Summarize the existing work your study builds on, organized by theme rather than by paper (see our article "Writing a Literature Review That Doesn't Fall Apart Under Review" for the full method). This section is usually 1-2 pages in the full proposal — a short summary is fine here.
[Write your content here]
5. Methodology
Describe your research design, data sources, and analysis approach. Be specific enough that another researcher could replicate your approach.
5.1 Research Design
[Write your content here]
5.2 Data Collection
[Write your content here]
5.3 Data Analysis
[Write your content here]
6. Expected Contributions / Significance
Explain who benefits from this research and how — academically, practically, or both.
[Write your content here]
7. Timeline
	Phase
	Task
	Target Date

	Phase 1
	Literature review & proposal finalization
	[Date]

	Phase 2
	Data collection
	[Date]

	Phase 3
	Data analysis
	[Date]

	Phase 4
	Draft write-up
	[Date]

	Phase 5
	Revisions & submission
	[Date]


8. References
List every source cited above, formatted in your required citation style (APA shown below as an example).
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of work. Publisher.
Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Journal Name, Volume(Issue), pages.
